
“In the army, donʼt volunteer 
for anything,” Cano said. I had 
heard the same thing from Sgt. 
Hunt just an hour earlier.

11:30am
I sat down with the newest 

member of the recruiting team, 
and the only Sgt. who was there 
by choice, to listen in on a few 
cold calls. He was also one of the 
two recruiters who had served in 
Iraq.

“A lot of the time youʼll ask 
for someone and theyʼll tell you 
theyʼre there until they find out 
who you are, then they tell you 
the person left” said Sgt. Brittian. 

This is the way it sounded from 
an outsiderʼs perspective. This 
is only what I could hear Sgt. 
Brittian say.

“Hello, is (insert name here) 
home? Hey, I understand youʼre 
a junior at UNR. What are you 
studying? Biology? Oh, you 
want to be a pediatrician? Do 
you know that the army has 
pediatricians? Would you be 
interested in sitting down to 
hear about some of the programs 
the army has to offer you? You 
would? Can I ask you a few 
questions?”

Sgt. Brittian then went on to 
ask questions like the personʼs 
height and weight just to be sure 
they would be physically fit to 
serve. He then asked if they had 
asthma, tattoos, allergies and so 
on. The information then goes 
into a folder to refer to in case the 
person does not show up to their 
meeting.

Noon
The section of the day known 

as P3 begins. This is where 
recruiters have sit down meetings 
with people that expressed 
interest over the phone. If people 
skip out on the meeting, this the 
time where recruiters will go 
and “hot knock” at the potential 
soldiers house, apartment, or 
dorm room. If the recruiters have 
no meetings than they can use 
this time to hit the town and try 
and schedule meetings by talking 
to people out in public. 

At noon I sat in on a sit down 
meeting with Sgt. Brittian and 

a potential recruit- Matt Riddle. 
Riddle, 27 years old, was 
interested in joining the army in 
order to try out for the Special 
Forces. For nearly 45 minutes Sgt. 
Brittian and a few others assured 
Riddle that he was just what the 
Special Forces are looking for, 
physically fit college educated 
young men.

After the meeting I had a 
chance to talk to Riddle and find 
out why he was interested in 
joining the army.

“Itʼs one of those things Iʼve 
always considered. Iʼm patriotic, 
I love my country, but I donʼt 
always agree with its politics,” 
said Riddle.

I then asked Riddle what his 
fears would be about joining the 
army during these times and also 
if he agreed with the war in Iraq.

“Well I could loose all of my 
arms and my legs, all of my 
limbs,” said Riddle “But what is 
life worth to you? I agree with 
all of its (the war) principals, 
but I donʼt agree with how itʼs 
run. I do support it, because I am 
an American. Itʼs an American 
venture and I will support it 
because it because of that. There 
are some good things coming out 
of it.”

“Such as?” I asked.
“Some of these terrorist 

networks that would rather come 
here and bomb us arenʼt coming 
here, theyʼre going there. Weʼre 
not having to go all over to track 
them down, theyʼre coming to 
us. Unfortunately the crazy thing 
about it is that the other day I 
saw that 30 innocent people were 
killed in Iraq.”

The newly appointed Iraqi 
government is reporting the Iraqi 
civilian death toll as over 12,000 
people, while other independent 
sources are reporting the deaths of 
over 25,000 Iraqi civilians.

1pm
 I drove over to the Reno Job 

Corp. with Sgt. Hunt. The Job 
Corp. helps kids earn their G.E.D 
or high school diploma while 
trying to help its students learn a 
trade.

Along the way he told me that 
seven out of 10 people that enlist 


